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Overview 
This is a caring, nurturing school where the pupils feel safe and secure. Most pupils are polite and 

courteous, and many work well with their peers. They behave respectfully towards others, and the 

adults in the school. There is comprehensive provision for the pupils with additional learning needs 

(ALN), who make sound progress from their starting points as a result, for example in the Year 1 

nurture provision. 

There are pockets of strong, inspiring teaching. For example, in the youngest classes, pupils 

develop their sense of curiosity and exploration well, because the provision is engaging and 

interesting. Pupils contribute their views to what and how they learn. In Year 6, pupils think 

maturely about the history and culture of South Africa, for example to discuss and understand 

apartheid. However, in too many lessons across the school, teaching is not well paced, or matched 

closely enough to the pupils’ needs. Where this happens, the pupils do not make the progress they 

could or should, because the teachers’ expectations are not high enough. The headteacher has 

identified these shortcomings during her time at the school and is beginning to bring about 

improvements. However, it is too early to see the impact of these improvements in consistently 

strong classroom practice. 

There is a whole-school culture of reading that supports most pupils to make good progress in 

learning to read and enjoy books. The new curriculum includes relevant, exciting topics that 

capture the pupils’ interests. However, currently the provision is not structured well enough to 

ensure that all pupils acquire their skills systematically. For example, as they move through the 

school, pupils do not make enough progress in learning the Welsh language or developing their 

digital skills. In addition, over time, senior leaders have not demonstrated the capacity to ensure 

that teaching supports all pupils to achieve their best.  
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Recommendations 

R1 Develop the senior leadership team’s capacity to strengthen teaching and 
learning across the school 

R2 Use the good practice currently in the school to ensure that all teaching is well 
matched to pupils’ needs and enables all groups of pupils to make the progress 
they should 

R3 Ensure that the school’s provision enables pupils to develop their skills 
progressively and systematically 

What happens next 
In accordance with the Education Act 2005, HMCI is of the opinion that this school is in need of 
significant improvement. The school will draw up an action plan to show how it is going to 
address the recommendations. A small team of Estyn inspectors will visit the school to monitor 
progress about 12-18 months after the publication of the inspection report. 
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School context 
Name of provider Rumney Primary School 

Local authority Cardiff Council 

Language of the provider English 

Type of school Primary 

Religious character none 

Number of pupils on roll 443 

Pupils of statutory school age 338 

Number in nursery classes 53 

Percentage of pupils eligible for free school 
meals over a three-year average (The 
national percentage of pupils eligible for free 
school meals over a three-year average in 
Primary is 23.7%) 

24.1% 

Percentage of pupils identified as having 
additional learning needs (a) (The national 
percentage of pupils identified as having an 
additional learning need in Primary is 13.2%) 

4.4% 

Percentage of pupils who speak Welsh at 
home 

1.5% 

Percentage of pupils with English as an 
additional language 

4.7% 

Date of headteacher appointment 25/04/2022 

Date of previous Estyn inspection (if 
applicable) 

01/03/2016 

Start date of inspection 04/03/2024 

© Crown Copyright 2024:  This report may be re used free of charge in any format or medium 
provided that it is re used accurately and not used in a misleading context.  The material must be 
acknowledged as Crown copyright and the title of the report specified. 

Publication date:  09/05/2024 

Please note that the photographs displayed may not be of the school that is the subject of this 
report. 
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